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Fast and the Coming Convention,

The Democratic convention which is
tomest at Bt. Louis a week from to-day
will differ wholly from the Republican
convention held at Chicago last week,
difference will be not merely in
political’ principle and polioy, but also
and strikingly in its freedom from control
by any single dominating personality.

Everything was cut and dried for the
Republican convention. The Chairmen,
temporary and permanent, had been
selected long ‘in advance, under White
House inspiration; their speeches had
been prepared weeks before. So also
was it with the men appointed to nom-
inate a predestined candidate and to
second his nomination. The platform
had been written, to the crossing of a t,
st the dictation of the White House. It
was a convention without discussion and
without spontaneity, Everything had
been arranged for it at Washington. It
had nothing to do of its own mwotion, so
far as concerned its main nomination
and the expression of its politioal faith.

The Democratic convention which
assembles at St. Louis next Wednesday
will be preeminently for disoussion, for
deliberation and for judgment. Nothing
except the most superficial and mechani-
cal details has been arranged for it. No
individual among its delegates will
dominate it; and who among them will
prove most potent in their influence is
wholly conjectural. Mr, BRYaN will be
only & modest delegate from Nebraska,
with far less power in the deliberations
than will be exercised by many others.
Judge PARKER may have more delegates
specifically instructed for him than any
other candidate, but neither he nor his
advocates and political managers will
enter the convention as & dominating
force. They must take their chances
with the rest. No man will become
dominant till he is made dominant by
the final selection of him as the Demo-
cratio candidate for President.

That is, the Democratic convention
will be a deliberative body. It will
frame its platform for itself, at 8t. Louis,
and not take its declaration of principles

" ready made from Lincoln, or Albany, or

anywhere else.’

The Democratic convention, accord-
ingly, will be the self-governing body
such an assembly was intended to be. It
will pick out its own leader and declare
its own will in the platform it sets up;
and as yet all is uncertainty as to '‘who
the man will be and what will be the
positions on which the Democratic party
will go before the American people in
the momentous canvass for the election
of a President.

. This doubt, we see, inspires merriment,
or at an affectation of derision, in
some ¢ of the political opposition;
yet is it mot more congruous with our
historical methods in politics than a
certainty as to the outcome of a party
convention which defeats deliberation
and merely registers a decree?

Does it not more accurately express
the state of mind of the American people
fourmonths before the election of a Pres-
ident to be inaugurated in March, 19067

Signs of Improvement in Irelamd.

That Americans should be deeply in-
tereated in the actual and prospective
condition of the Irish people will be
regognized as inevitable when we recall
that thers are in the United States more
than twice as many persons of Irish
bldod as there are in Ireland itself. It
would, therefore, be superfluous to dwell
on the importance of noting the signs
of scobemio progress and social ameliora-
tion in Ireland. The facts and deduo-
tions of S8ir HORACE PLUNKETT in his re-
ocent book on “Ireland in the New Cen-
tury” have been confirmed to a consider-
able extent by the observations of Mr.
Guorgl F. Parxxr, formerly United
States Consul at Birmingham, and lately

hawy pointed out in Tz SUN'S columns—
putable truth, namely, that the
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artisans—it is not- ‘ that the
average rate of wages in Irish factories
should range from 10 to 30 per oent. be-
low that paid in England: It is also true
that, -because since 1874 oonsiderably
more women than men have emigrated
annually from Ireland, and because
most of the male emigrants are in the
prime of life, the birth rate in Ireland has
declined, becoming in 1801 only 23 per
1,000 of population, as against 31 in Eng-
land and 34 in Scotland. It is further to
be noted that by the same year the mar-
riage rate had sunk to 9 per 1,000 in Ire-
land, which presents a significant con-
trast to the rate of 14 in Scotland and of
1544 in England.

8o far we have dwelt only on the dark
side of the picture. There are lights,
however, as well as shadows. There is
no doubt that there has been an aston-
ishing improvement in the housing of
the population. Judge WiLriaM O'CoN-
NoR MoRRIS, who undeniably is a com-
petent witness, test! that the dense
and wretched hovels which sixty years
ago barely sheltered the millions of
indigent Irish, though still too frequent,
have been for the most part effaced.
On the other hand, the houses of the
better class have signally increased in
number, though the aggregate popula-
tion has declined enormously.

Notable also is the result of the
wisely directed effort made by the Irish
Agricultural Organization Society. Thus
the Dairy and Agricultural Cooperative
Society, which was unique of its kind
in 1880, numbered twelve years later,
187, besides 81 auxiliaries. Of agricul-
tural societies proper there was none
fifteen years ago, whereas there are now
106. The first cooperative bank was
started in 1895; six years later there
were 102 such institutions. The total
number of farmers’ cooperative socie-
ties rose in little more than a decade,
beginning with 1889, from one to 553,
and the total membership from 80 to
51,000, These experiments in self-help
are now supplemented by a Government
department of agriculture,

The deduction from all the data ob-
tainable is that although Ireland is still
& “most distressful country” its inhabi-
tants are incomparably better housed
than they used to be, that there are dis-
cernible signs of a marked improvement
in its agriculture and of a révival of its
industries.

‘White and Black in South Africa.

The census of 1801 gave the popula-
tion of Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange
Free State and the Transvaal as 736,000
whites and 2,330,000 blacks. A census
just completed shows the present num-
bers as 1,115,000 whites and 4,000,000
blacks. There must be added the East
Indians in Natal, 43,000 in 1891 and 101,000
at the present time.

This shows the increase in the total
number of whites as approximately 60 per
cent., and in number of native blacke as
nearly 80 per cent. Naturally, the con-
ditions of the war have had some influ-
ence on the movement of population;
but even without the war there is no
reason to doubt that the native black
race within the area is increasing more
rapidly than is the white through normal
increase assisted hy immigration. It is
fair to assume that the mining activities
in the Transvaal which are expected as
a result of the importation of Chinese
labor will give some impetus to white
gettlement in that section. In none of
the three other areas is there any sign of
change.

In Cape Colony during the thirteen
years which have expired since the last
oensus the blacks have increased more
rapidly than the whites. - While the whites
have increased 52.65 per cent., the in-
crease of blacks has been §9.07 per cent.,
and the latter now outnumber the former
by more than 8 to 1. The figures show
675,102 whites and 1,829,776 blacks, In
Natal the white population has increaséd
127.11 per cent.—from 42,750 to 97,100; and
the blacks have about kept pace with
them by increasing from 469,747 to about
1,000,000, The Orange River Colony
reverses the reoord of its southern and
eastern neighbors. Thirteen years ago
there were 129,787 blacks to 77,717 whites.
To-day the figures are 143,000 whites
to 142,000 blacks. The Transvaal and
Swasieland follow Natal and Cape Col-
ony. In 1801 the whites numbered 288,
579, to 581,250 blacks. The blacks now
show 1,063,976, while the whites number
only 300,3225. The Transvaal condition
is attributable largely to the demand for
Kaffir labor in the mines.

In the face of this record it is plain
that South Africa has a long road totravel
before it becomes that which many
Britons declared it would be as a result
of the war—a “white man's country.”

A Critical Stage of the War.

The causes which operated to give the
Japanese their initial success at Port
Arthur seem to exist still, and the place
is proving itself a veritable deathtrap
for the Russian fleet, as dangerous to
emerge from as to remain in. Outside,
as the report of Admiral Toao shows,
there is an ever watchful enemy on the
water waiting to catch the Russian fleet
it it ventures out; while on the land side,
in the rear, the Japanese army is gradu-

| ally completing the investment.

The vice of the Russian position at
Port Arthur is inherent, and the only
thing that oould save the situation now,

But there is none in cight,
and only a signal victory by Gen. Kouro-
PATEKIN over Gen. Kumoxr and Gen.
OxU could rais¢ the blockade by land.
Whether he can  achieve that is the
question of the hour.

The reports of the movements of the
two Japanese Generals, though replete
with detail, give no information, and
hardly a clus, to what is actually going
on. Meanwhile the accounts from the
Russian side leave it pretty much in
doubt whether Gen. KOUROPATKIN means
to assume the offensive or remain on
the defensive. It may reasonably be
assumed that the steady stream of re-
enforcements which he has been receiv-
ing during the past two months will at
least enable him to make a vigorous
defence, and perhaps in that way obtain
what may be called a negative victory;
for it is obvious that if the Japanese
ocannot push bim above Tahichao before
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to all appearances, would be a relieving

 the reins they will find themasives in an

awkward position, even with Dalny as a
secure base, after the fall of Port Arthur,
which now is generally assumed.

Some of ‘yesterday's despatches from
correspondents on both sides seemed to
Jift the veil, for a moment, but they
bore every evidenoce of having been so
carefully censored that they conveyed
little meaning. The situation generally
very much resembles one of those de-
scribed -in Napier's Peninsular War, when
WELLINGTON and MASSENA manceuvred
for days before either afforded the other
an opening for attack. Reading between
the lines of the various accounts one may
detect an intention on the part of the
Japanese General to try to draw out and
hold the Russians to the south, while pre-
paring toward the northwest & swift and
sudden blow that would out them off from
Harbin and force them to retreat across
the Liao River into neutral Chinese terri-
tory. If this should be done it would at
once raise new questions,

Concerning the fighting to date, one
thing {s to be remarked, and it is that as
yet only the Biberian troops and Cossac!
have been engaged. The bulk of the
Russian Army has not yet been heard
of in the fleld; and it is that with which
the Japanese will now come in contaot.
But the real question seems to be the
relative quantity and quality of the

artillery on either side, In the actions
fought up to now the Japanese have
had the superiority, both in the numbers
of guns and in their effects, and no reason
has appeared to encourage a belief that
the balance has changed. If, however,
there is such a change the next great
battle may bring a surprise in a Russian
victory. Otherwise retreat to the north
along the railway or across the Liao
into Chinese territory is inevitable.

The thing most to the Russiana’ credit
is that they managed to put their dis-
abled battleships at Port Arthur into a
floatable condition, and wereable to clear
the entrance of the harbor of the Japa-
nese obstruotions.

TwoCollege Presidents on Selfishness.

Two baccalaureate sermons preached
to college graduating classes on Sunday
dealt with substantially the same theme
—selfishneas as contrasted with altruism
or conduct governed by motives out-
side of self and superior to self.

President HADLEY of Yale University,
after saying that “the really funda-
mental thing in a man’s life is his choice
of a religion,” confined the election to one
of two religions—first, “the religion of
Mammon, whose dominant purpose is
selfishness;” and second, “the religion
of Gop, whose purpose is service and
whose creed is loyalty to something
larger than yourselves.”

Practically, however, all men are by
the compulsion of nature and economic
law both selfish and unselfish. “The
wrath of man shall praise Thee,” says
the Pealmist, and it is profound philoso-
phy. Even “the religion of Mammon®
must serve “something larger than your-
selves.” Even greed cannot make and
keep its accumulations without render-
ing thay altruistic service. Itdoes not
hide its talent in a napkin, but puts it
to use and thereby helps others.

President HARRIS, preaching at Am-
herst College, contrasted the pursuit
of wealth for itself with “anxiety for the
betterment of the world in higher than
material values.” As an example of the
first he cited “the fashionable society of
our cities—a society of the wealthy,”

where “the rich vie with one another in
the expensiveness of food, drinks, clothes
and decorations,” in a “silly scramble of
vulgarity and sensuousness.”

Relatively to the whole number of the
rich, these scramblers are few. Very
often in New York only when men come
todieis it discovered how rich they were.
Nothing in the manner of their lives had
indicated wealth; yet they left great
estates, and the inventory of their invest-
ments included the choicest of securities.
Neither are the expenditures of the rich,
no matter how profuse, extravagant
relatively to their incomes, except i a
few instances.

Whether profuse or niggardly, how-
ever, they are unable to confine them-
selves to the “religion of Mammon,"® as
President HADLRY calls it.

Neither pure selfishness nor complete
unselfishness is possible. The
struggle for existence is selfish, Self-
preservation makes necessary practical
altruism. For example, take private
and publio health. A man who wants to
keep well himself is obliged to kill mi-
crobes of disease for the benefit of his
neighbors also. :

The young men who have jm't.“r.‘.
uated from Yale and Amherst find
out, if they have not found out already,
that it is impossible for a man to live to
himself alone, and that if they attempt
the feat they are likely to land in s lunatic
asylum, a poorhouse or a prison,

New Political Elements.

According to the most authoritative
estimates, there are now about 700,000
Jews in New York, the total population
of which in 1003, as estimated by the
Census Bureau, was 3,716,180. Perhaps
the Jews may be about one-fifth of the
present population.

In 1900 the number of the foreign born
in New Yo:x of all races was 1,370,080,
Of these, 232,348 were German, 276,102
Irish and 145,438 Italian. Bince then
the Italians have more than doubled
in number, but the increase in the two
other races has been small relatively.
The Jews in 1900 numbered about 500,000,
and since then, as we have said, they are
estimated to have inoreased to at least
700,000, making them, probably, the most
numerous of a single race.

In the two years of 1002 and 1908 Jew-
ish , aooording to the sta-
tistics of Jewish CAarity, amounted to
118,000, and this year the number will
reach, if not exoeed, 75,000, Nearly
three-quarters of them remain in New
York, though the charitable organiza-
tion of which that paper is the organ is
using efforts to distribute them through
the Union—efforts which, it seems, are
stoutly resisted by property interests in
the East Side Ghetto and also by “those
theorists, intensely Jewish in feeling,
who believe that dl‘m'lbmion means

ultimate assimilation.”
The political importance of this grest

mentation by immigration, now at
the high water mark, In 1900 only about
half of the natives of the countries from
which the Jews chiefly come had taken
out their first naturalization papers.
The most generally naturalized of all
the foreigners in New York were the
Irish, with the Germans closely follow-
ing. Of the Italians, now so important
an element in the population, ‘\only a
little more than one-half had been natu<
ralizsed or had taken out their first
naturalization papers.

The explanation of this relatively
small paturalization rate among the
Jews and the Italians is, obviously, that,
more than any others, the population of
these races is made up chiefly of recent
immigrants; but, of course, the longer
they are here the greater will be thein-
crease of naturalization among them,

Already they are citizens and voters
to an extent which makes them a po-
litical factor of great importance. To-
gether, these races must be now more
than one-quarter of the population: and
their increase by immigration has been,
and probably for years to come will
continue to be, the largest of any foreign
races in New York.

The last eleotion, the Mayoralty elec-
tion, indicated that the preponderance
of the Jewish and Italian citizens voted
for Mayor MCCLELLAN, who carried by
large majorities all the distriota in which
they are most numerous. Of course, it
is not safe to assume that in a national
election for President they would all,
vote in the same way, or for Democratio
Electors; but the fair inference from
that election is that their tendenoy is to
the Demooratic side. It may be as-
sumed that they will keep up the Dem-
ocratic majorities, on the East Side
more particularly, to the level at which
they were held when that district of the
town was chiefly Irish in its inhabitants,
or in the period before the great Italian
and Jewish immigration.

The total of the males of voting age in
New York in 1000 was 1,007,670. Of
these, 443,105 were native whites and
17,173 native negroes and 300,660 were
naturalized foreign born; while, of the
foreign, 45,235 had taken out their first
naturalization papers. It is safe to as-
sume, therefore, that at the Presiden-
tial election in November at least 350,000
of the foreign born will be entitled to
vote; and of these, Jews and Italians
will make up a large part.

S ————

The Legioal Deriscratio Candidate.

To THE EDI1TOR oF TRE BUN—Sir: Mayor
McClellan s the “logical candidate” of the
Democratio people, and not a man like Judge
Parker, whose attitude on the questions of
the day cannot be ascertained.

A man like McClellan, who has shown no
inocertitude in his actions, has withstood the
opposition of pulpit, press and political op-
ponents, winning approbation from former
adversaries, bas & record which the mass of
people will not forget, even though a David
B. Hill may be most anxious for them so to
forget. Howarp T. BaLL.

NEW YORK, June 328.

Literary Cherekee Indians.
From the Kansas Oty Journal.

Among the more prominent Indian writers of
the Charokee mation are Dr. Emmet Starr, who Is
wiiting & book, “The Gemealogy of the Thirteen
Original Cherokee Familles;” Mrs. Narcissa Owen,
who is collecting the legends of the Indlans; and
Mys. Josephine Hall, who s writing “The History
of the Cherokee Natlon.”

Adam Lacy s the auihor of several books upon
pdil:e‘d subjects, and is recognised as an authority
am the Indlans. So also 1s Drift Humming-
bird, who, as his name indicates, is of a poetio
disposition. Wolf Coon is another of the prolific
writers. He has written upon a large number of
subjects. A prominent man In newspaper work
among the Indlans is Augustus E. Ivey, who |s
known also to the palefaced world. Ivey is a poet
of no amall reputation.

Sequichle s another fine example of the Indian
writer. He Is probably a more prolific writer
than any other lving Indlan. He has written
many books on the subject of government. He
has written criticlsms upon the systems in vogue
In the United States, and his comments have mot
with Federa! approval. He has written the code
of laws adopted and followed by the Cherokee
nation. But he has not confined himself solely to
serious toples. [He s also a romancer and a poet.

Reincarnation the Explanation.

To TaE EDrror or TR SUN—Sir: It seems to me
that the Slocum disaster may be satisfactorlly ex-
plalned by the dootrine of Relncarnation, taken in
conneoction with the law of cause and effect, so plainly
set forth In the words, “Be not decelved, God is not
mooked, for wh er & man soweth that shall
he also reap.”

The suflering of the Slocum viotims would thus
be understood as belng not a punishment for, but a
resuls of, suffering Infilcted upon others In former
| szistences. And the fact that they do not remem
‘er 14 would not impair the explanation, for it Is
clsimed that the memory of past lives is regalned
for pome time between Incarnations.

*Be poerfect,” sald Christ. I do not know If any
of your other readers foel able to become so In some
sizty or seventy years of life. 1 am quite sure I

C. J. DucCassx.

NEw YORK, June 23.

Coemmaunicants of the Church of England.
From the Saturday Review.

The pepulation of England and Wales In 1901
was 33,830,075, and by this time It must be a milllon
more. The "Officlal Year Book” of the Church of
England for 1904 only accounts for 3,123,851 com-
municants. Making every allowance for the ohll-
dren, the sick, Jews and all nonconformists, the
proportion of tha._population who are living up
to their Ohurch privileges 8 amall enough 1o con-
stitute & serious prob for the Ch But the
Church seems to be conslderadbly stron to-day
than It was ten years ago. Then the dommunl-
cants seem to have been about one In every elghteen
of the population, while one in fAfteen seems to be
the number now.

Breaking Bee in Kansas,
From the Minneapolis Messenger. A
The breaking boe of Thomas McLean, near Mere-
dith, Cloud county, which was noticed ta the Del-
phos items last week, was, we are Informed, an
opcasion of considerable note in that section. There
were engaged In It 144 horses, 22 mules, 27 yoke of
oxen, and 88 ploughs, Eighty acres were broken
before noon. The Delphes item stated that an ox
was Kkilled; It was also cooked, with many other
good things, for dinner, Fifteen more acres were
brokea In & short time after dinner, and twelve
teams, on thelr way home, broke about the same
amount for & widow who lives near there.

Matrimonial Discerd in British Columbia.
To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: These adver
tisements appeared in the Nanalmo Free Press of
British Columbia.
“NANAINO, June 21.
NOTIOR.
1 hereby give notice that from and after this da

Wh for any debts contrac!
e Wall. J.J. Wara

NOTICE.
didn't know J. J. Wall had any crediy except
breweries. GERALDINE WaLL.

Ex-TANK No. 783,

Sjow Thains of Spain.
From the London TH-Bus.

Trains in Spala are certalnly slow. A rate of
ten or twelve miles an hour s considered a good
average of speed for everyday travellers. When
the Spanish oficials wish o show visiting forelgn-
ers what they really can accomplish In the way of
rapidity, they offer express trains which ,dash

across the landsoape at an average rate of
r. In one way

hou
the traveller sees a

inorease steadily and largely with its

Russian- Govern-
ment decided to opsd all the of the
East Siberian- littoral (o free trade, This
is a complete reversal of the polioy which
Russia long had in view for the Paocific
ports of Siberia and which dias heen in full
operation for over three yéars. 4

Rusela has been 80 eager (o produce hor-
self all that her people copsume that for
many years she has maintained heavy
fmiport taxes at all her westara ports, even
upon most of the articles of which the home
supply is still inndequate. For many years
it wase impossible to introduce this policy
in eastern Siberia, whose mineral and agri-
cultural resources required maochinery and
other aids which European Russia was un-
able to supply. So Viadivostok wad one of
the freeat porta in the world. Only a few
articles, like petrolsum and alooholic prod-
ucts, wers required to pay duty.

But Russia did not expect always to maio-
tain open doors on its Pacifio coast. The
year 1009 was fixed as the limit of the frée
trade policy in the eastern provinoes of the
empire, the idea being that the development
of Russian and Siberiah manufactures and
the completion of the Siberian raflroad
would by that time enahle the héme manu-
facturers and farmers to produce every-
thing needed for the further development
of the vast domain of the Czar.

Russia, however, finally decided to in-
troduce her heavy customa charges at the
ports of ensiern Biberia long before the
time fixed for the abolition of free trade.
Her tariff schedules went into effect at
Viadivostok about the close of 1900, after
thirty-seven years of free trade; and #ince
then the commerce of eastern Siberla with
the United States, Canada, Japan, Chind
and Corea has been serjously hampered.

The changs having proved a dismal fail-
ure, attentlon was revently called to the fact
by the new board created in the Govern-
ment at 8t. Petersburg in June, 1003. This
board was organized to take supervision of
the davelopment of the Russian mercantile
marire 80 as to render it indepondent of
foreignera. One of its members was sent to
Vludivostok, and it did not take him long to
decide that the trade of that port had been
ahnost stifled sinoe it ceased to be free.

The local board of trade proved to him
that under the free port régime the com-
merce of tho port with oversea and the
neighboring nations had shown steady and
enoourag growth. Foreign steamers
had hel to build up the city and the
adjacent country. The introduction of
customs, however, had almost destroyed
all marine trade with other countries. The
volume of commerce was less than it had
been for many years. Efforts had been
made to maintain trade relations with
the neighboring countries; but as free
communication between Viadivostok and
the main line of the Manchurian rsilrobd
was forbidden, the attempt had failed.
He reported that there was no hope of de-
voloping Russian steamship oonnections
with other ports of eastern Asia while the
tariff barriers existed. This was just be-
fore the war began, and Viadivostok, as
the official saw it, was a dead town.

So Viadivostok is to be a free port again.
It is declared from St. Petersburg that free
trade for the ports of eastern Siberia will
be the permanent policy of Ruasia. How-
ever that may be, it is not likely that Russia
will be in a position, after the end of the
present war, to reimpose upon the trade of
that new and struggling part of the empire
the burdens which a few years of unpleds-
ant experience have shown to be too heavy
to be borne.

THE PROPRETS.

,
A Cuban’'s Prepheoy Regarding This
Country.

To TR EDITOR OF THN SuN—Sir: Below Is o
translation of a letter to Ei Mundo of Havana.
ROCHESTAR, June 27. C.E.Noxox.

Within threg or four xun the United 8 will
find itself Involved in a us war with Mexico,
Cuba, France, Germany some othor Power,
lEuto : or A‘mencan‘ sM nun. e of which 1 m
oss Lo give at P " of
war, the United 5?.'& will hum of Its
territory and power; In fact, Bearly of '.I.:
which it possesscs to-day. Mexico will raise Itsel
to the frons rank of nal

2ec0'
territory lost to the Uni Btates—s!
fornia, nd

and New M . And m,
Hayt! and Santo Domlum solidify with Cuba
"“%&“3?13"":‘.‘ not & Mexican, as you ma
T "
conjecture, but a Cuban in full Mm‘
mental faculties and a friend and adm of the
I

trer
Yankee le, and one who belleves, altho he is
s is d fo that he can-

HAVANA, Juune, 14

Political Acrestics.
From the Ballimore American.
“Democrat” wants to know If scrossics show
anything beyond the asininity of those who pre-
pare them; that is, political acrostios. “Demo-
crat” particularizes by waating to know if the ar-
rangement of such acrostics, or the mere fact that
the mames permit of such arrangemens, indicates
anyihing with regard to the probabllities of the
outoome of the St. Louls convention. WAy, cert,
“Democrat.” What could be mere convincing than
the following arrangements:
MoClellan
WiLlams
HEarst
SteVenson
ParkEr
OLney
BryAn
GormaN
ClevelaaD?
Gormaa
Olney
PaRker
WiliaMs
BryAs
SteveNson?

Bryan
HeaRst
OloeY
PArker
GormaN?
Or, further, this:
Hearst

Or this:

Or yet this:

And yet again:

BryaN
StEvenson
OlneY?

Certalnly every one of these acrostios, according
to the signs of the seers and soothsayers, indicates
that the person whosenamels 80 formidable 13 to be
the party's nominee for the Presidency at 8t. Louls.
And if so—and how can such rational signs fall?—-
what a merry time there will be inthe campaign!

Pasning of Histeric English Oeks.
From the London Dally Chrovicle.
Our historic caks are, with every great storm,
dimislshing In number. Dumorey's Oak, la Dor-

yoars ago. We have sulll, however, the Cowthorpe
in Yorkshire, esttmaded to be

antiquity o the land are 10 be found ia the
dukeries. About half a mile from Welbeck Ab-
bey ia Greendale Oak, credited with 1,000 summers,
and now & mere ruln sustalasd by props. Through
s hollow interior a coach and four has been

drivea.

Religiens in Ruseles.
From Harper's Woeekly.

To many the nature of Russia's religion Is only
vaguely understoed. Christianity was Introduced
fnto the couniry In the ninth ceatury. The Estab-
lished Church, says our authority, is identical In
dootrine with the Greek Church. The lturgy,
which Is read n Slavoaic, Is the one used originall
by the Church at Counstantinople. Until recemtly,
sny form of dissent was Bot tolersted. Usder
the laws of Alezander 11, Catholios and Protestants
c.hm "::ﬂ rights with members of the Estadlished

P
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| A REVIVAL OF WRALE FI8H]

In an srticls which presents all the thrill-
ing Interest 6. some of the old tales of voy-
age and sdventure in whaling ships,
Toronio Globs notés the revival of the whal.
ing industry by the people of Newfound-

Instead of two and three year voyAges
n whioh ship's boats are used in capturing
the glants of the deep, the Newfoundland
industry s prosectted in the tmmediate
waters of the fsland by the use of small
but bandy steamers of about 100 tons burden,
with a speed of about thirteen knots. The
“sirike™ is made with & bomb fired from
& gun at the bow of the steamer, A suovess-
ful shot results in almost immediate death,
and three, four, and even five whales a day
have been taken by single crews. One
steamer brought to the shore five whales
each day for three days in b
and snother one killed twenty-three ina
single .week. That is the putdy oom-
morom‘:i:o of the industry, and is quite
as dull prossic as digging potatoes.

But there is another side which is full of
thrill and excitement. Taken &s & aport, it
bnm;bounhunmomlmontoﬂum:
exciting salmon or tarpon fishing that
sports bear to the pursuit of the shore
olam. Ope day last March, a $1-foot bull
whale, struck but not vitally injured, towed
the Puma around and across and up and
down Placentia Bay for three days tefore
a killing ehot could be sent into his huge
body. Reversed engines throughout the
fight failed to tire the monster,, Again and
again he ohdrged the little veesé], and ram-
ming was avoided only by the quickness of
the steamer. After meventy-four hours of
this, there oame the opportunity for a
killing shot.

The Humber had a twenty-eight hour
struggle with another off Cape Spear. The
Cabot had a nineteen-hour fight with an
88-footer. Bix to twelve hour runs with
danger in every minute of them are fre-
quent. When killed, the whales are taken
to shore stations where the oil is tried out,
the whalebons, now worth about $12,000 &
ton, is extracted, and the refuse ground
up for fertiliser.

Four steamers are now at work in the
ooastal waters of the island. Their catches
for last year were: Puma, 200; Humber, 315;
Cabot, 311; Viking, 177—a total of , &
record-breaker in the history of whale-|
fishing.

The Wreoking ¢f White Republicsnism In
the Seuth.

To THE EDITOR oF Tmus Bun—8ir: Is it
really true, as it appears on the surface, that
a bird in the band is worth many in the bush
to the Republican party? One would judge
80 from the wreck made of the white Republi-
can organisation in the South. The people
of the South have rever been able to under-

stand the persistence with whioh all effort to | 20\

create a respectable Republican organization
in the balllwick of Democracy is squelched
by the dominant faction.

Of course, it is puerile to assume & putative
love for the millions of blacks in the South as
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Netable British Quakers,
From the London Daily Chronich <
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The number of Quakers whose Bames are house-

bold words is amasing when It is remembered that |,

shere are less than 30,000 of the sect ln the kingdom,
Lord Lister, the luventor of antisepiio surgery, is a
Quaker. So is Prof. Sylvanus Thompeon, the
electriclan. Sir Edward Fry, the famous ex-
Judgeof the Appeal Court,and hisbrother the M. P.
are descended from the celebrated Elizabeth Fry.
John Bright and W. E. Forster corue Inevitably to
mind. Mechanics' institutes were founded by
Friend Dr. Birkbeck, and Egyptlan hierogiphics
first deciphered by Sir Henry Rawiinson, another
Quaker.

But it 1s in trade and commerce that Quakers
have made their most enduring mark. Hydraullo
engineering was fathered by the brothers ye.
George Stephenson and the first rallway were
financed by the Peases of Darlington, the mis-
fortunes of whose firm grieved the whole North
Country & year ago. Bradshaw, of the immortal
rallway guilde, was & Quaker, and 50 was Edmund -
son, who Invented rallway tickeis. Practically
all the cocog end chocolate consumed In Britaln
1s made by Quakers—the Frys of Bristol, Cadbury
of Birmiagham, and Rowntree of York. The bls-
oult factories of Huntley & Palmer, and Peek
& Frean are more Quaker enterprises. The original
Bryant & Mey were both Quakers. Reckitt's
blue, Chrisiy’'s Mhws, and Allen & Haabury's
drugs are likewise the wares of Frieads. Quakers
the gréat breweries of Barclay &
Perkins, Hanbury & Buxton, the Allens, and the
Walkers. Sir Samuel Cunard, founder of the
tamous shipping line, was a Quaker, and s0 were
the originals of suoh firms as Overead,
Gurney & Ovo., Barclay, Bevas & Co. and Oave,
Tugwell & Dimsdale.

——————————
Straage Myths of the Tibetans,
From the Bookiosers Magesine. |

The Tibetans bave numberiess strange myths,
one, the most curious, pertaining to the sun, moon,
and stars. The sun Is belleved to be an immense
ball of yak-meat and fat, whereon the apirits of
departed anoestors are suppossd 10 feast, she light
belng caused By iis heated condition. The stars
are portions of this immense feast which, drépping
to earth, give Birth to aaimals for the
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The answer to mmn.:w‘:: do nod
mer go to churoh?” g to ' (e
is simply this: “For a bundred-and hn;mg :
the Christian religion has been slowly expire
ing, and this faot is now clear to every type
of enlightened mind except tho theologlcal,
which is unsble to perosive it, owing to somé
pecullarity of its formation, or is net ho ¢
enough to admit it.”

Surely, this is & serious charge to make
against those Who are so unfortunate as to
have a “theological mind:" but the Writer,
pot content with this, repeats the w
In other words: “By the middle of the eigh-
toenth century the work of Christianity as &
soolal factor Was practically over.”

Sevéral other statements are made With
the same boldness, but it ls not necessary to
dwell upon thern,. since, Christianity being
shown to be alive and thriving, his othes
arguments fall to the ground.

1f any fair-minded mun will review the
history of the last century and a half, he will
#oo that Christianity Has.been the dominant
factor in the world, has made laws and és-
tablished customs. So far from gradually
expiring, Chrisflanity seems to have received
a new lease of life. During this period Meth=
odism, for example, has come into existence,
and has become a potent influence in the
world—a healtby child, surely, to spring from
an expiring parent.

During this same period nearly all owr
philanthropio institutions have come into ex-
istence, founded and supported by Chrise
tian men, and having for their object the proe
motion of Christianity.

1 bave mentioned Methodism. Let me
also mention the révival of 1857, which swepé
over this country, reached the.British Isles
in 1880, and resulted in the conversion of
thousands 'hY remain faithful till this day.
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Suttes Witheut Fire,

From the Amrila Basar Patrika.

Mrs. 8. C. Bhattacharjl writes “The following case
of suitee took place at Vilage Rayed, Bhawal
(Dacca), during my stay there on Inspection tour.

“One Sheikh Akall, aged about 50 years, came to
live with his relative In the above village & few
months ago with his wife, aged about 40, and a son
aged some 12 years, A fortnight ago Akall fell i1,
and practically had no medical treatment worth the
name, as generally happois Lo every poor man in the
interior. His case grew more serious day by day,
sad on the ist instant he shoyed worse aymptoms,
which convinced his assembled relatives and friends
that his end was not far off,

“The wife of Akall was till then perfectly healthy
and free from any kind of disease. On the date
mentioned above, she did not leave the side of bet
husband for a moment exoeps for half an hour as
about 10 A, M. to-have & basty breakfast at the
utmost importunity of her relatives to feed het
body. A couple of hours Jater she complained of
sudden giddiness and then of deafness. Rustics
as they are, nobody pald any apeclal heed to her
representation; evary Ond Yas watching Akull,
who was lying perfectly umeomscious. Then she
Was caught by cramps all over her body, especlally
st the extremities. She had acute spesm amd lay
prostrate. A little before dusk ahe, who was un.
able to utter a word 50 long, uttered aloud “Allah,*
and closed her eyes forever,

> by
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“The poor boy of Akall then realized the gravity
of the situation and wens crying to his father and
réported the death of his mother. The father, so
long motionless and speechless, simply uttered a
deep moan and died a few hours after. The hus-
band add wife were the mest morning burled slde
by side. God bless the soul of the happy couple!”

“vum Career of the New Geverner
Florida. »

From the Washington Posi.

“There was a man elected to the Governorship
down in our State the other day whose rise in Jife
was surely as romantic as anytuing they put In
fiotion,” sald Judge W. B. Lama/, the Florida Oea.
greasman.

“The name of our Executive-elect is Napalesm
Bonaparte Broward, whose victory In she primaries
over such a strong and exoeedimgly popular man a8
Congressman Bob Davis wes hardly thought pos.
aible as the outset of the campaign.

“The successful man owes his rise in life to his
own merits solely. Asa boy he worked on a stemme
boas for an uncle, first as cook and later as assistang
fireman, He says himself that he was not & sye.
¢ess a8 & 000k. Later he went into the Ashing busts
néas off Cape Ood and the banks of Newt
alternating with service on freighiing vessels,
oyster boats, and like maritime employment. M.
nally he went back to his native country, and w.
employed ol various steamers that plied the ﬂ
Johns River.

“An aplsode that won Capt. Broward wide reput
was his course as commender of the steam tug
Three Brothers, which, just prior to the war with
Spain, repeatedly deficd the authorities besh el
Spaln and the United States by transporting arme -
#nd supplies fo the Cuban patriots, He Is not, In
spite of his adventurous life, anything of the bom-
mon type of adventurer. 9




